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Reconstruction of sacred space: the power game between

official historical sites and folk sacrifice sites
—Taking the Guo Laiyi ancient tomb in Xinyang Town as a case study
ZHANG Zunkong
(Advanced Institute for Confucian Studies, Shandong University, Ji’nan 250100, China)

Abstract: Historical sites are the traces and relics left by various social activities in the process of
human civilization and have important historical research value. In the civil society, the official narrative
of the historical history of the sites often impacts the cultural memory and belief practice of the people.
Under the interaction of the two forces, historical sites have gradually evolved into the focus of power
games. This is the case of the “Guo Laiyi ancient tomb” in Xinyang Town, Wudi County, Shandong
Province. The official strengthens the legitimacy and authority of its history through archaeological
certification and tourism development, and the people use ritual practices and oral traditions to give
practicality to their beliefs. Under the embedding of dual forces, the cultural connotation and practical
value of the ancient tomb has been constantly internalized and revealed, and then the sacredness of the
ancient tomb space has been reconstructed and reconstructed. The dynamic game between the two sides
has not only presented the tension of cultural identity, but also provided new theoretical enlightenment
for the “living protection” of cultural heritage.

Keywords: sacred spaces; historical sites; sacrificial sites; power games; Guo Laiyi ancient tomb

(AL 2 4% < B 37 30D

Sl KL, M as Ay B o D S ik R A% A8 3 3R AT T2 - LA BRI R ANy 28 S AN G2 T ).t ZR A 4
F ik, 2026,43(1) :116-124.
ZHANG Z K. Reconstruction of sacred space: the power game between official historical sites and folk sacrifice
sites:taking the Guo Laiyi ancient tomb in Xinyang Town as a case study[J]. Journal of Shandong University of

Aeronautics,2026,43(1) :116-124.

. 124 -



