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Guo Huaruo’s study of The Art of War during the war

of resistance against Japanese aggression
HOU Angyu
(Research Institute of War, Academy of Military Science, Beijing 100091, China)

Abstract: During the war of resistance against Japanese aggression, Guo Huaruo pioneered the study
of Sun Tzu from a Marxist standpoint, viewpoint and method, pointing out the correct direction for
learning and applying ancient military science during the war. Guo Huaruo closely combined the strategic and
tactical thinking in The Art of War with the practice of the war of resistance against Japanese aggression,
and endowed The Art of War with new vitality and vigor with the ideas of the united front, mass line,
mobile warfare, guerrilla warfare, etc. of the war of resistance against Japanese aggression led by the
CPC. Guo Huaruo’s study of The Art of War not only fulfilled the theoretical research mission of the
recreation of military science, but also played an important guiding role in the practice of the war of
resistance against Japanese aggression, becoming an epoch-making peak in the history of Sun Tzu studies.

Keywords: Guo Huaruo; The Art of War; Marxism; the war of resistance against Japanese aggression;

history of Sun Tzu studies
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