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On compensation for mental distress damages

in international air transportation of pets

LI Yinghui' ,ZHANG Zhuo*
(1. School of Law , Civil Aviation University of China, Tianjin 300300, China;
2. College of Computer , National University of Defense Technology ., Changsha 410073, China)

Abstract: The Montreal Convention . as the core norm for adjusting the liability of international air
carriers, has led to significant differences in judicial practice among countries due to the lack of clear
provisions on compensation for mental distress damages. International air transportation of pets can be
classified into three types: carry-on baggage, checked baggage and cargo transportation, and there are
significant differences in the responsibility determination rules for different methods. Due to the rigid
constraint of the exclusivity principle of the Montreal Convention, domestic laws cannot be supplemented
and applied; the legal attribute of pets as “objects” further limits the basis for the establishment of
compensation for mental distress damages; in addition, the intangible and unquantifiable nature of
mental distress damages conflicts with the predictability of liability and the uniformity of compensation
pursued by the convention, resulting in a lack of normative basis and practical support for mental
distress damages compensation in international air transportation of pets. In future, the development of
international aviation law needs to respond to social demand for emotional value protection, which can be
achieved through clarifying the compensation space for pure mental distress damages, integrating animal
welfare concepts into the transportation responsibility framework and unifying the pet transportation
responsibility system so as to achieve a more precise balance between “property protection” and
“humanistic care”.

Keywords: international air transportation of pets; liability of air carriers; compensation for mental

distress damages; exclusivity doctrine; Montreal Convention ; Warsaw Convention
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