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A review of the thought of diplomatic war in The Art of War

since the founding of the People’s Republic of China
WANG Xilong
(Qilu Culture Research Institute, Shandong Normal University ., Ji’nan 250014, China)

Abstract: The Art of War written by Sun Tzu is regarded as the pinnacle of ancient Chinese military
thought. Sun Tzu explicitly proposed the thought of diplomatic war in the chapter of Attack by Stratagem.
Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the academic circle have explored the thought
from four dimensions: firstly, the concept and classification of Sun Tzu’s diplomatic war; secondly, the
application value of Sun Tzu’s thought of diplomatic war; thirdly, the ancient application research of
Sun Tzu’s thought of diplomatic war; fourthly, the modern application research of Sun Tzu’s thought
of diplomatic war. Overall, the research on Sun Tzu’s thought of diplomatic war has achieved many
valuable results, but there are also some shortcomings: firstly, sufficient research on successful
diplomatic war cases and insufficient research on failed diplomatic war; secondly, there is an imbalance
in the research on the application of Sun Tzu’s thought of diplomatic war, that is, in terms of the long
history of ancient times, it is mainly reflected in the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States
Period, while research in other periods is weak; thirdly, there are many achievements in analyzing
strong and large nations using Sun Tzu’s thought of diplomatic war, while there is a clear lack of analysis
for weak and small nations. By summarizing the research achievements of Sun Tzu’s thought of
diplomatic war since the founding of the People’ s Republic of China, this article aims to provide
reference for deepening the research on Sun Tzu’s thought of diplomatic war in the future.

Keywords: The Art of War; thought of diplomatic war; stratagem; application research; a community
with a shared future for mankind
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