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Military implications of the concept of “goodness” in The Art of War

CHEN Ge
(Research Institute of War, Academy of Military Science, Beijing 100091, China)

Abstract: “Goodness” is a concept that appears frequently in The Art of War. This article analyzes
the part of speech of the word “goodness” in the text of The Art of War. On the basis of the text
analysis, the multiple meanings of “goodness” in Sun Tzu’s ideological system are explained from five
aspects; view of war, combat strategy, war guidance rules, military command art and combat forms so
as to provide a reference system for modern view of peace war, military management and strategic
decision-making, and military cultural security theory in the new era.

Keywords: The Art of War; goodness; complete victory; victory with comprehensive calculation;

good at winning; skilled in warfare; victory with favourable geographical position
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